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AAMD Statement Regarding Stieglitz Collection at Fisk University

New York, NY, December 8, 2011—In response to the ruling on November 29, 2011 by the Tennessee Appeals Court regarding the Stieglitz collection of Fisk University, the Association of Art Museum Directors (AAMD) released the following statement: 

AAMD is extremely concerned by the ruling of the Appellate Court of Tennessee that allows Fisk University to pursue an agreement to sell a half share of its Stieglitz collection to fund operations.  As AAMD has stated consistently, such an action would violate a core professional standard of AAMD and of the museum field, which prohibit the use of funds from the sale of works of art for purposes other than building an institution’s collection.  Using funds from the sale of works of art for general expenses undermines the institution’s public trust, service to its community, and the relationship between museums and their supporters.
AAMD believes that art collections owned by colleges and universities are an irreplaceable component of academic and community life and that they should not be treated as disposable financial assets. Art museums and galleries—standing alone or operated as part of a college or university—fundamentally compromise the field’s core principles and negatively impact the entire art museum community when they sell art to support operations. 
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