Executive Director’s Message

College and university art museums play a crucial role on our campuses and in our communities, cultivating new generations of artists, art historians and art museum visitors, and providing rich training grounds for academic research in many disciplines.  These museums engage their communities in the pursuit of knowledge and the understanding of our own and other cultures, and they are critical to the development of educated and involved citizens.

In the face of escalating challenges to these institutions’ collections and operations, last year AAMD joined in establishing a Task Force focused on protecting college and university museums. The leaders of the Task Force are Lyndel King, director and chief curator of the Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum at the University of Minnesota, and David Alan Robertson, Katz Director of the Mary and Leigh Block Museum of Art at Northwestern University (and new AAMD member). The Task Force on University and College Museums includes representatives from AAMD, AAM, College Art Association, Association of Academic Museums and Galleries (formerly ACUMG), Association of Art Museum Curators, and the Samuel H. Kress Foundation, which has also generously provided funding for key elements of the Task Force’s work.  

Recently, the University Museums and Collections—International Council of Museums and the Society for the Preservation of National History collections have joined our ranks. Together, the group is working effectively to raise awareness and shape policy regarding academic museums. 

This week, AAM issued a press release on behalf of the Task Force announcing its most recent accomplishment: the strengthening of policy on museum parent organization support: http://www.aam-us.org/pressreleases.cfm. The revised policy requires parent organizations—college/university, government, corporate foundation, state historical societies with multiple sites, etc—of accredited museums to include language in a required statement of support, which specifically prohibits museum collections from being considered as disposable assets. Failure to provide such documentation may result in a museum not receiving accreditation or being re-accredited.

Another initiative of the Task Force is also receiving attention this week. The June 21st issue of Inside Higher Ed reports on our work with regional accreditation commissions of higher education—whose recognition is needed for colleges to be eligible for federal aid—to include language in their accreditation guidelines that adds protections for art museums, libraries, and other key intellectual resources on campuses. http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2010/06/21/museums
Task Force members continue to recruit support from leaders of regional accreditation commissions around the country as well as university presidents, whose many actions in support of their campus museums speak louder than words. 

As the art museum community gears up this summer to continue to oppose plans to sell museum collections at Brandeis University, Fisk University, and Randolph College, the Task Force is a steadfast advocate. It provides an excellent model of collaboration for AAMD as we work to address important issues in the museum field and foster the invaluable contributions art museums make to a civil society.

Janet Landay

Executive Director
